GOETHE  S   REPUTATION   IN   AMERICA

numerous occasions when homage was paid to Goethe may best
be summarized by a passage from the address which Camillo von
Klenze, who knew both his native Germany and his adopted
America as few men know them, delivered at the University of
Wisconsin. "May the celebrations", said Professor von Klenze,
"which are being held in honour of Goethe in various parts of this
country contribute to a realization of how much inspiration and
fortitude the new America which is rising under our eyes may
derive from a sage who, without rejecting the past, insisted on
enjoying the present . . . and who could maintain with justice
that to enter into the tenor of his work meant achieving spiritual
liberation*'.
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